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Black vs. gold 
Swim team holds intra-squad meet 
MIRA GOLDBERG-POCH 
SPORTS CONTRIBUTOR 

Dalhousie's varsity swim team 
competed in an intra-squad show
down meet at the Dalplex pool on 
Sept. 19 to finalize this year's roster. 

The pentathlon meet, in which 
swimmers compete in five races 
back-to-back - 100 metres each of 
butterfly, backstroke, breaststroke 
and freestyle, followed by a 200-me
tre individual medley race (IM)- is a 
challenging night for everyone. 

Historically there has been a 
need for poolside barf buckets. 

This year the team was divided 
into two halves, Black and Gold, for 
the pentathlon, while swimmers bat
tled it out in the water. This meet not 
only pitted teammates against each 
other, but it was a deciding factor in 
determining who made the final cut. 
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The Black team ended up on top rn the pentathlon, beating out the Gold 
team 216 pornts to 154. 

Despite the high level of compe
tition, everyone on deck was cheer
ing for their prospective teammates, 
even if said teammate was edging 
them out from the team. 

Team cheers were shouted loud
ly at the beginning and end of the 
long night and many members of 
the team made a point to thank the 
officials and people helping to orga
nize the meet. 

The Black team ended up on top 
in the pentathlon, beating out the 
Gold team 216 points to 154. 

David Fry, head coach of the 
varsity team, had some very tough 
decisions to make this year. With 
a huge influx of new and talented 

swimmers, Fry had to let some vet
erans go, which he was reluctant to 
do, saying it was a very difficult team 
to choose. 

Team manager, Lizzie McArdle, a 
fourth-year history major, agreed. 

"It's been hard watching David 
pick the team," she said. 

Nevertheless, Fry has a bright 
outlook for the team: "There have 
been a lot of promising times," he 
said, referring both to the new re
cruits and the current team. 

The men's team gained seven 
new swimmers this year and the 
women's team six. On a team of 40 
swimmers, that new demographic 
can make a big impact. Some of the 
rookies are already closing in on the 
veterans' swim times, surprising 
many of the older swimmers who 

are used to being on top. 
"There's a lot of potential in the 

team this year," said McArdle. ''I'm 
looking forward to seeing what they 
can do." 

There is a retreat planned next 
weekend for team bonding now that 
the team has been officially chosen. 

While disappointment charac
terized the night for some swim
mers, it isn't over for them yet. Swim
mers who aren't on the varsity team 
are encouraged to swim with the 
Dalhousie Club Team, a varsity-level 
training program without the same 
commitment level as varsity itself. 

The varsity team has a lot of 
training to do for the year ahead. The 
team's first Atlantic University Sport 
meet is Oct. 17-19 at the University 
of New Brunswick. 

Sport retort 
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Intramural glory for all 

NICK KHATT AR 
SPORTS EDITOR 

If you didn't come to university . 
to further your competitive sport
ing careers, more than likely you 
came for another reason: pure un
hindered debauchery. For you, the 
once active, now alcoholic, there is 
the unrefined forum of intramural 
sports. 

In the last week or so, most reg
istration deadlines for intramural 
teams have come and gone, which 
means it is now time for bloody ac
tion. 

Intramural sport teams exist in 
leagues of competitive and non
competitive nature. They are de
signed to attract the participation 
of anyone looking to stay remotely 
active without performance or 
commitment pressure of any kind. 

The leagues include co-ed rec
reational, co-ed competitive, non
co-ed, inter-residence/faculty and 
tournament style play. The range 
of sports varies between the stan
dards like basketball and hockey, 
to rock climbing and broomball. 

Beach volleyball and tennis 
tournaments are currently under
way, both wrapping up in October. 

Coming up on the weekend is 
co-ed seven-aside soccer and co
ed softball tournaments happen
ing on Saturday Sept. 27. Nothing 

says "autumn is in the air" like a 
softball game and a keg of beer. 

See, the beauty of an intramural 
team - besides the freedom to get 
equally as intoxicated as the few 
vagabond spectators that show up 
-is that all you need for a team is a 
slightly motivated group offriends, 
and the registration fee. After that, 
you call the shots, from hardcore
extreme-to-the~max team names 
to blingin' sexy uniforms. Go nuts! 

If that all sounds like too much 
work, and your friends are more 
into "E-Trading" than beach vol
leyball, you can join a pre-existing 
team. If you've decided to ignore 
personal hygiene, comfort and well 
being to live in residence this year, 
you could always join your house 
team. Inter-residence glory is sure 
to give you the 15 minutes of fame 
you have been dreaming about 
since you started school. 

Sure they call it "hack league" 
for a reason - usually the first skill 
people learn playing aggressive 
sports is how to hack at others 
with equipment or limbs - but re
gardless of your skill level or ambi
tion, the leagues are pretty good at 
keeping things fun and laid back 
while still providing intense action 
and occasional blood. Ever wonder 
where washed up varsity basket
ball stars or that banned hockey 
enforcer went? In tram urals. 

Another wonderful perk is the 
indiscriminate nature of intramural 
sports. This makes it a great way to 
try out a new activity, like broom
ball. Have you ever seen the shoes 
you get to wear playing broom ball? 
It's like walking on a corpse sea of 
Spongebob Squarepants. 

If you're worried your valuable 
study time or even more valuable 
drinking time will suffer, don't be. 

The games usually take place once 
a week, and are usually timed well 
enough to get you out for supper, 
or at least for last call. 

Now if none of this sounds ap
pealing to you but you'd still like 
to get out and go "slum" it up with 
the rink rats and bleacher jockeys, 
there is a )}lethora of weekly games 
to watch. A lifeless Saturday night 
soon becomes an affordable eve
ning of live gladiator-esque enter
tainment by the simple addition of 
malt liquor, a paper bag and free 
violent entertainment provided by 
reckless displays of sub-par skill
level found only in intramural 
sports play. 

Over the next month and half 
intramural action will include three 
leagues of soccer, ultimate Frisbee, 
softball and flag football. 

So regardless of your tastes or 
lung capacity, intramural sports 
are a convenient and healthy way 
to fill your social schedule. It's 
also a great excuse to get out of 
residence - and avoid that creepy 
stalker from up the hall who keeps 
leaving suggestive notes on your 
white board. 

Don't be surprised if your new
found broom ball skills attract a few 
more amateur athletes. 

Registration for all intramural 
hockey leagues ends on Sept. 26. 
Co-ed rock climbing registration 
ends on Sept. 29. All meetings for 
intramural activities take place 
in room 223 of the Dalplex at 5:30 
p.m. on their respective dates. 

Visit www.athletics.dal.ca/ 
intramurals for registration infor
mation, schedules and standings. 
Or make a conscious effort to re
move the sports section from this 
paper before you throw it in the 
fireplace. 

JOSH BOYTER/DALHOUSIE GAZETTE 

Dal men's rugby club: 
142 years young 
NICK KHATTAR 
SPORTS EDITOR 

It's been nearly 142 years since 
the men's rugby team played its first 
official game after the establishment 
of the Dalhousie Athletic Depart
ment. Almost a century and a half 
later the Dal rugby team is still go
ing strong. Last year not only did the 
men's "Divisions 1" team go 6-0 only 
to lose in the Maritime finals but the 
club also won the Icon Sports Team 
Award for Club Team of the Year. 

Even though the team chose the 
black and gold colors that Dal now 
decorates its uniforms with, men's 
rugby is still not a varsity sport. 

This year, for the first time ever, 
there will be a Nationals tournament 
held for all college and university 
rugby teams. If the Tigers manage to 
win the Maritimes competition, they 
will need to raise $25,000 to get to 
Victoria, B.C. for the tournament. 

Rugby is getting more popular in 
Canada, with roughly 40,000 partici
pants nationwide, yet men's rugby 
isn't recognized as a varsity sport at 
any university in the country. Wom
en's rugby is a varsity sport at some 
schools. 

John Hewitt, team president and 
co-captain of the division two team 
has been learning the game since he 
was eight. He says schools aren't re
ally looking for more varsity sports. 

'1>-t Dal anyway, it seems like the 
bigger focus is on track and field, 
swimming and more individual 
sports; we don't even have a foot
ball team, so I don't think there is 
much desire for any more big team 
sports." 

Club vice-president Pete Crozier 
is a "serum half" and a fifth-year 
player. He says Atlantic University 
Sport (AUS) members do not want 
to see another men's varsity sport 
taking place in the fall because "it 
would be too much on their plate." 

Because rugby isn't a varsity 
sport, the Dal team doesn't get as 
much funding from the school, so 
the team puts a lot of effort into in
dividual fundraising. 

The men's rugby team requires a 
$165 membership fee, which is actu
ally the lowest fee in the province. 
Insurance for Rugby Canada costs 
$95 of the fee and the other $75 is 
to help cover the costs of referees, 
equipment and travel. 

There is an upside to not being a 
varsity team, Hewitt says. 

"One of the pros of it though 
is that we are able to get guys who 
have limited athletic ability or rugby 
experience and just want to come 
out and enjoy the sport and meet 

people. And we are able to do that 
because we don't make cuts. We're 
able to accommodate everybody. 

The guys say they are happy for 
now to stay at club level and they 
feel it is probably the best thing for 
the sport. 

Another hurdle for the team is 
gaining popularity and fans. For 
years prior the team was playing 
out in Bayers Lake. Since the team 
moved last year to Wanderer's Field 
in the middle of the city, it's been 
getting more and more fans with ev
erygame. 

"Our popularity exploded from 
past years once we had games in the 
city, and next year we are hoping to 
have games on Wickwire field," says 
Crozier. 

Rugby players may be hard as 
nails and traditionally into loosing 
teeth and slamming pints ofHoegar
den, but the boys say the intimidat
ing image of rugby players as being 
is a big misconception .. 

Crozier says he wanted to con
tinue with rugby but the big thing 
was "that I wanted to meet new 
people and keep in shape, and just 
have a good time. Everyone is really 
laid back and it's a great way to get 
involved in university sports. It's not 
intimidating at all." 

As far as this year's team goes 
both the president and vice-presi
dent see integrating 25 new players 
as their biggest hurdle. 

"It's a big step, it's a building 
block," says Hewitt. "There's a lot of 
individual skill and tones of talent its 
just getting the team jelling and on 
the same page.". 

Since the team started its sea
son two weeks ago, after cancelling 
and re-scheduling season openers, 
the two Dal rugby teams are already 
feeling hot. They played the first 
games of the season against Acadia 
University in Wolfville Sept. 13. The 
division one team played first and 
hammered out a 29-3 victory while 
the division two team won the game 
43-12, keeping Acadia scoreless until 
the last 10 minutes of the match. 

The men continued their on
slaught last weekend with the Divi
sion 1 team pummeling UPEI 76-22 
on UPEI territory. On Sunday Acadia 
came to town to play the division 
two team at Wanderer's Field. The 
Axemen had their balls handed to 
them with the Tigers dishing up a 
plate of whoop ass in their 52-3 vic
tory, making Dal's rugby club unde
feated this season. 

So it looks like the men are well 
on their way to achieving their goal 
of a winning season. 


